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Working to preserve,
e The Park People Has Moved!!!
Jfor Denver’s parks,
recreation resources,
open space and
urban tree canopy
Sfor over 42 years.

After several years of fundraising and nearly a year F)—‘/}‘V i
of planning, contract work and construction, The | &
Park People have completed Phase I of the resto-
ration and rehabilitation of the James Fleming
House in Denver’s Platt Park. What does that
mean? We've moved! The James Fleming House, ¢
a beautiful Queen Anne Victorian stone mansion,
now serves as the headquarters for The Park Peo-
ple. On July 15th, we bid a nostalgic but long-
overdue farewell to our old home at the Eugene
Field House in Washington Park and relocated to
the renovated and spacious 2nd floor of the Flem-
ing House. Nearly all of the interior restoration is
complete, and we are getting settled into our new
home. Staff and Board members alike beam
when we pull up to our new “digs,” which pro-
vides us with much-needed elbow room for our
growing programs and activities. Phase 1I is un-
derway and includes the refurbishing of the 1st
floor windows and the painting of the exterior
trim. Once that work is completed in early spring
of 2012, the 1st floor will once again be available
for public use, including special events, commu-
nity meetings and classes for the Platt Park Senior
Center next door.

Mile High Tree Champions Program Takes Off

Last fall The Park People launched The Mile High Tree Champions program to engage local busi-
nesses in our mission to enhance and bolster the urban tree canopy. Thus far, the Mile High Tree
Champions program has been a raving
success! Participants to date include
Accenture, Comcast, CH2M HILL,
Kaiser Permanente, MapQuest, New-
mont Mining, Wells Fargo and
FREIGHT at TAXI (Zeppelin Devel-
opment, Inc). Together, these eight
companies have planted over 400 trees
in Denver’s parks, at affordable hous- { 8 = .
ing sites, at Bluff Lake Nature Center ] AN -

and numerous other locations around ' ! ﬁ ’1 1 A
the city. A special thanks to all of the

“inaugural” participating companies Newmont Mining sponsored and staffed the planting of 58 trees at Rosedale
of our exciting new program. DPark in sonth Denver.
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Denver Digs Trees Continues to Thrive!

As of this fall, the Denver Digs Trees program has provided more than 42,000 free and low-cost trees to Denver residents.

This year we held our 20th annual spring street tree distribution and our 3rd annual fall shade tree distribution. Both were
highly successful events thanks to the combined efforts of our staff, volunteers and, of course, this year’s sponsors — The
City and County of Denver, Colorado Garden Show, Inc., Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. and Xcel Energy. In addition, fuel
for our volunteers (i.e. food and beverages) was generously donated by Einstein Bros Bagels, ink! Coffee, and Basil Docs

3 Pizza.

J Z This year’s distributions set several records. First, 71% of our trees

§ were planted in target (i.e. undercanopied) neighborhoods where
trees are most needed. That beats last year’s all-time high of 66%.
Second, more than 80% of our tree requests came in through our
online application, which greatly improves our efficiency. And fi-
nally, by the end of October, all 2075 trees had found homes. This
means we will not have to winterize any trees this year — to tree Pro-
gram Manager Kim’s absolute delight!

The street and yard trees planted through Denver Digs Trees will
grow to help improve quality of life in many ways. They will filter air
pollution, cool our homes and neighborhoods, reduce energy con-
sumption, absorb and store greenhouse gases, provide habitat for
urban wildlife, make our communities more beautiful and walk-able,
promote physical fitness by inviting us outdoors, and more! These
trees will create a legacy of green infrastructure supporting healthy,
vibrant communities for decades to come.

Volunteer Gail Ferber belps a tree recipient cart and load ber new
Swamp White Oak at the Ruby Hill Park distribution site.

Community Forester Program In Action

During the winter of 2010, we worked closely with Denver Forestry Division to
retool the Community Forester Program, first established in 2003. The goal of
reworking this training program was to provide more classroom and field experi-
ence for the participants who become skilled and knowledgeable volunteer for-
esters. These high-level volunteers lead and support tree planting and care activi-
ties for The Park People, Denver Forestry, and the Mile High Million planting
initiative and take on projects in their own neighborhoods.

We are pleased to report that in 2010 and 2011, 66 individuals earned their shiny
new Community Forester vests and badges after attending workshops in tree biol-
ogy, health, planting, pruning, identification, inventory, and volunteer leadership
and management. An additional 60 Tree Stewards participated in part of the work-
shop series. Already, these new Community Foresters and Tree Stewards have
joined our cohort of wonderful, experienced volunteers in supporting the urban
forest throughout Denver. Within the past year, they have clocked more than 150
hours in pruning street trees alone.

The significance of these contributions cannot be overstated. The proper plant-
ing and care of young trees is an investment in the next generation of city trees
that will grow to replace thousands of declining Silver Maples, American Elms,
Ashes, and other aging and diseased trees that we lose each year. And while Den-
ver’s street trees are technically City property, their care is the responsibility of adjacent property owners. Our Community
Forester volunteers are helping to provide crucial interventions — the important early-life inputs of proper planting, structural
pruning, and careful watering that are essential to developing healthy, long-lived trees that will become assets rather than li-
abilities for residents and our community forest.

Community Forester John DeRungs pruned street
trees on a beantiful fall morning.

The next round of trainings will begin in March. Visit our website or contact our office in January for more information.
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Public-Private Partnership at Work in Wash Park

Through privately raised funds, The Park People helped
make some significant maintenance improvements to one of
Denver’s most beloved and frequently visited parks. In the
spring, we hired two contractors to trim nearly 1,900 trees in
Washington Park. The Park People partnered with Denver
Forestry to identify trees that needed trimming and to ensure
that contractors met City forestry standards. The pruned
trees included approximately 200 conifers and 1,700 decidu-
ous trees. Not only did this work enhance the beauty and
longevity of the tree canopy that graces Washington Park,
but it also enhanced safety for park users.

We also infused $225,000 into Denver Parks and Recrea-
tion’s restoration of the Wash Park Boathouse, accelerating
the timeline for its ultimate completion.

Finally and most recently, The Park People partnered with
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado and Denver Parks and
Recreation to restore the park’s heavily used running path.
The first phase of the restoration took place in October,
during which roughly half of the running path was com-
pleted and a new generation of evergreens were planted on
the north end. The second half of the path will be resur-
faced in March of 2012.

These projects are shining examples of the great strides that
can be made through public-private partnerships to support
our valuable public resources. The Park People was estab-
lished to fulfill our mission through our ongoing programs
and to support the park system by making capital and main-

tenance improvements with private funds, like those that
took place in Washington Park

On October 15, 400 volunteers joined The Park Pegple, Volunteers for
Outdoor Colorado, and Denver Parks and Recreation to lay crusher fines
on the running path and plant a new generation of evergreen trees.

Shade and Fruit for the Globeville Townhomes

On May 7th, The Park People partnered with Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) to plant 48 trees and 400 perennials
and ornamental grasses at the Globeville Townhomes in north Denver. Thanks to a grant from the Colorado Tree Coalition
and the Mile High Million planting initiative, we were able to provide a new generation of large shade trees as well as fruit
trees at this recently renovated Denver Housing Authority (DHA) site. One of the city’s least-treed neighborhoods, Globe-
ville is an isolated part of Denver, divided from the rest of the city by I-70 and 1-25. It is considered a “food dessert” with
limited access to affordable, healthy foods. The large trees planted in May will grow to shade residential units, common areas,
and street corridors while the fruit tree orchard will provide residents with an onsite source of peaches, plums, and apples.

Ever a grateful partner appreciative of the value of trees, DHA [

garnered its resources to contribute the 400
perennials and ornamental grasses to plant
alongside the trees to further beautify the
site. Once again, we were pleased to work
with VOC to harness the power of more
than 70 volunteers who planted,
mulched, and installed irrigation
for the 448 plants. Enthusiastic
residents joined us for the event,
and one considerate individual
even brought out homemade
food to show her appreciation.
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Hands-down, We’ve Got the Greatest Volunteers

As with many nonprofits with a small staff, volunteers are the lifeblood of The Park People. Operat-
ing our programs and fulfilling our mission would be impossible without the help of our amazing
team of volunteers who donate their time, ideas, and energy to the improvement of Denver’s parks
and urban forest.

Most of our volunteers support our Denver Digs Trees and Community
Forester programs. They are outreach ambassadors, distribution site
In 2011 alone, staffers, planting site and trec survival s
our activities inspectors, tree wranglers, planters and [ f.4° .
pruners. Dedicated volunteers also
help us with our general operations

by the sweat- and other projects. They support us in
. the office, on our committees, with
technology and social media, as event
than 400 photographers, and so much more.

were su, pp orted

equity of more

Our board and staff are continually

astounded by the dedication, enthusi-
asm, and generosity of these many in-
dividuals. Warm thanks to all of you @&
whom we are fortunate to work alongside.

volunteers.

Park People
volunteers
contributed
more than
2,500 volunteer
-hours — a
value greater

than $53,400!

Board of Trustee Transitions

The Park People’s Board of Trustees experienced some signiﬁcant changes in 2010 and 2011. Several of
our long-time, highly valued Trustees stepped down after years of dedicated service. Remgnatlons included Glenn Fee Kath-
ryn Dudley, Cappy Shopneck, Dianne Truwe and Douglas Unfug. We ;
would be remiss not to also mention the resignation of Maggie Morrissey
(who technically stepped down in 2009) whose mother, Sue Cannon, was
one of the founders of The Park People. Each of these individuals have
been members of The Park People “family” for many years — some for
decades. And they will be sorely missed.

However, along with the goodbyes, we are fortunate to be joined by a
number of new Trustees with fresh ideas, energy and perspectives for The
Park People’s governing body. New Board members include John
Abramson, Jennifer Burstein, Chris Chavez, K.K. Ciruli, John Hereford,
Johanna Kelly, Patrick McMichael, Jude O’Connor and Scott Robson.
Several of our “new” members have served on the Board before, which
speaks volumes about their dedication to their passion for our mission.
We are pleased to have a strong team of individuals guiding and nurtur-
ing our organization.

Some of The Park Pegple’s Trustees at a recent meeting.
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(Y JoJ U Our Supporters
Contributions from July 31, 2010 through October 31st, 2011. If we inadvertently omitted your name, please contact us.
Government, William Bessesen Terence Feeney A. Hutchinson Jefferey Miller Mary Ann Schultz
Corporations & Matthew Best David & Lois Evelyn Hutt Frank Miltenberger Benjamin
Foundations Karla Breitenstein Ferguson ME.]. Edward Moery Schumacher
. ) Carol Brooks Barbara Fey Gordon James Bryon Montoya Marilyn Shaw
Alliance for Community Trees Gregg Brown Bridget Fisher Jay Jameson Mitch & Maggie Theresa Shelton
Canulkins Family Foundation Hugh Brown Jane Foster J. Reese Jameson Morrissey Susan Sheridan
City & County of Denver Sylvia Brown Alan Fox John Jirikowic Patrick Mundus & Ray & Merrill
Colorado Garden Show, Tne. Winifred Brown Sigrid Freese Sarah Kaesemeyer Frances Lovallo Shields
Colorads State Bank &> Truss  Lhomas Buchanan III' Susan Fry Stephen & Wendy  Anna Nad.asdy Bob & Cappy
Colorade Tree Coalition Shag Burchenal Page Gaines Kaeuper ]ea.nne Najar Shopneck
. ) Doris Burd Bradley Gaylord ~ Frank Kemp Eric Oberg Moras Shubert
Community First Foundation — Jape Burda Gregory & Susan  Sharon Kermiet Jude O'Connor Fredric Sims
Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.  Jacquelyn Burghardt Geissler Elizabeth Stanley Olsen Thomas Sisk
Falkenberg Foundation Don Burkhardt Mark Germinario Kirkpatrick Virginia Olson Eaton Smith
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation Daina Burn Cornelia Gibson  Richard Koeppe L.B. Owen Maxwell Snead
Great West Insurance Jennifer Burstein David Glynn Kimberly Komar Susannah Parrish ~ Andy Spielman
L ) David Caughey Thomas Gougeon Janet Knauer Charles Parrish IV Gwendolyn Steiner
Kocbel Family Foundation John & Lautie Robert Graham Alma Kurtz Robert Peterson ~ Marcia Strickland
Frances Melrose Foundation Chahbandour Gertrude Grant Brian LaCarrubba & Shayna Philipson  Kerri Stroupe
Pierson Family Foundation John Chatfield Faith Gross Brenda Christina Pike Frances Taylor
Redwood Creek Wine Chris Chavez Gregory Grubbs Whetstone Janet Pitman Janice Temple
Starbucks Kim Churches Gina Guy Terry Lalley Margaret Plumb Victoria Temple
. . . Floyd & K.K. Ciruli ~ Frederic & Jane Mark & Becky Christine oyce Thorn
Tom @ Libly Brown .FMWZWZW Wiﬁjam Cook HamiltonJ Lauriha ’ Pokranaddt JClzris Tweedy
Xeel Energy Foundation Lucia Cowperthwaite Pamela Harding Merrilyn Leuthold  Randall Polliard Chuck Warren
Individual Donors Thomas Culig Carole Harrison Nancy Luther Amy Pulver Susan Weinstein
Kate Curtin JA Heglin Siegfried Maier J-M. Quinette Kathleen Welsh
Joanne Abbott Jane Davis Karen Hickey Rob Mattinez Chad Reischl Lee & Suzanne
John Abramson Delaine Deal D.W. Hoagland Stefeni May Megan Reynolds White
Dorothy Ambler William DeGroot Diane Hoagland Eileen Bielanski Scott & Laura Riley & Carolyn
Mary Lee Christal Anderson John Desmond Joseph Hodges McCarron Robson Williamson
Anonymous J.L. Ditmer Hawthorn Sarah McCarthy Jay & Kathleen Stephen &
Susan Bardwell Nancy Downing Richard Holman  Patricia McClearn Rust Gretchen Wilson
Beverly Ann Bauer Philippe Dunoyer Robert Holman WM. C. McGehee  Marshall Schecter  Joe Woodward

Virginia Bayless
Barbara Benedict
Paula & William Bernstein

William Emison

Clemmie Parker Engle
Glenn & Jamie Fee

Sally Hooks
Mary Huggins
Robert Hunter

Susan MclL.oon
Patrick McMichael
Libby McWilliams

Paul Schnitzler
Nancy Huston
Schulein

Contributors to the Fleming House Restoration

Contributions from July 31, 2010 through October 31st, 2011. Contributions made to the Fleming project made prior to this period were recognized in onr previous newsletter.
If we inadvertently omitted your name, please contact us.

Foundations
Boettcher Foundation

Courtney & Lucy Patten
Davis Foundation

Edmund & Eleanor Quick
Foundation

Gates Family Foundation
J.K Mullen Foundation
Koebel Family Foundation

Government
City & County of Denver
State Historical Fund

Dorothy Ambler
Beverly Ann Bauer
Joan Birkland
Paul Briggs
Gregg Brown
Shan Burchenal
Brown & Mardi
Cannon
Kathleen Cannon
Sue Cannon
John & Laurie
Chahbandour
Sue Miles Chamlee
William Cook
Tyson Dines, II1
Richard Downing

Gary & Kathryn
Dudley

Barbara Englert

Don & Carolyn Etter

Glenn & Jaime Fee

David Ferguson

Bridget Fisher

Edmund Flanigan

Jane Foster

Pamela Foster

Alan Fox

Robert Fuller

Patrick Gallavan

Sidney & Caleb Gates

Bradley Gaylord

Gregory Geissler

Thomas Gougeon
Georgia and Woody
Gransey
Gertrude Grant
Gina Guy
Carole Harrison
Karen Hutchinson
Gordon James
Cynthia Jarest
Stephen and Wendy
Kaeuper
Richard Koeppe
Merrilyn Leuthold
George Love
Nancy Luther

William McClearn
Donald and Wendy
Milliman
Bryon Montoya
Christie Murata
Stanley Olsen
Bruce Peterson
Nancy Petry
Maryjane Raabe
Barbara Raichle
Virginia Samuels
Mary Ann Schultz
Marilyn Shaw
W.J. Shoemaker
Thomas Sisk
Eaton Smith

Marjorie Smith
Rita Sokolowski
Susan Stakel
Marjorie Temple
Stephen Thomas
Andrze Triebling
Marjorie Tweedy
Douglas Unfug
Eugenie Waters
Marilyn Watson
William West
William & Jo Anne
Wilbur
Riley & Carolyn
Williamson
Cornelia Wyma



The Park People

The Fleming House
1510 S. Grant Street
Denver, CO 80210

Phone: 303-722-6262
Fax: 303-722-8812
www.theparkpeople.org
info@theparkpeople.org

Help The Park People
green up our
communications.

To sign up for the

e-Park Bench, simply
send an email to
paige@theparkpeople.org
and type “Green me up”
in the subject line.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends, November 2011

As 2011 nears its end, I am once again overwhelmed by the amount of work The Park People
accomplished this year. The details of our projects and programs are here in our newsletter and
the accompanying annual appeal letter. As many nonprofits are experiencing, the economy has
delivered a much tougher environment in which to raise money to fulfill our mission. Yet with
the support of foundations, our corporate partners, the City of Denver and individual donations,

we continue to thrive as an organization. This year has been no exception.

2011 marks our second year participating in Giving First’s Colorado Gives Day, which will take
place on December 6th this year, and our third year as members of Community Shares. We are
proud to partner with these two tremendous organizations, both of which are working to
increase philanthropic giving in Colorado. For more information, visit www.Givinglirst.org and

www.CShares.org.

Respectfully,

Paige Heydon, Executive Director



